Assignment Purpose:
Last week, you spent some time thinking about what hope looks like when it's not just a feeling, but an action. You read and wrote about at least two issues or problems that have piqued your interest. Now it is time to consider a topic for your research project. This assignment will teach you how to create a concept map and use it to brainstorm a topic for your research project.  
The brainstorming process is a place for us to start, to identify and sort through all the ideas that are swimming in our head and get them down on paper. 
Instructions
Step 1. Watch CNN Interview with Poet Amanda Gorman.  
Step 2. Read the Hope Projecct Overview

Step 3. Watchthis video on concept mapping [image: ]. 
Step 4. Think of events, actions, policies, or behaviors that are creating harm to people, animals, or the environment. These could be things that are happening in your life, your community or culture, your geographic region, home country, or the world.  Write those down and branch out from each one. If you need inspiration, look back at what you've written over the past several weeks to get some ideas. 

Step 3. Create a concept map!
Give yourself permission to be messy in this process. Brainstorming is not linear. That is, your brain might bounce from one idea to another. That's okay! Just let your ideas take you where they want to go. You'll get to your topic eventually, and you'll find a topic that is most appropriate for you if you branch out far with your map.
Be sure to focus on a problem--a source of harm. This concept map won't work well if you start with a foundational course term (hope or action). Think of social or environmental injustices, inequities, or disparities. 
Step 4. Highlight the topic you are most interested in writing about.
Step 5. Save your file as a .pdf, .jpg, .doc, or .docx before uploading.
Some Advice
Here's a list of ideas some students have started with for their concept maps: xenophobia, racism, COVID-19; homelessness; LGBTQ+ discrimination; deforestation; mental illnesses. Each of these topics served as a starting place; the students narrowed them down to specific issues that were manageable and researchable. These are just examples, though! Don't feel like you have to choose from this list. Go with something that you are very interested in! 
You can create your concept map by hand and submit a photo of it or use Canva’s Free Mind Map Maker, or another app if you would prefer. I am not concerned with what your map looks like as long as it is clear and legible. If you do upload a photo, please make sure it is right-side up so I can read it.
This assignment is your opportunity to explore ideas, so branch out far! Again, you will need to arrive at a topic that is researchable, sustainable, and--most importantly--of great interest to you. 
The most important part of this assignment is to pursue a topic or set of topics you are really curious about, something that matters to you! You will narrow your topic and write more about it in the Wave 3 assignment.
Let your thoughts take you where they will, but think deeply about your ideas. 

Criteria for Success
Before you submit your concept map, ask yourself the following questions. I will be asking them as I assess and grade your map.
· Is my map focused on what Gorman would refer to as "the shade"? That is, is it focused on areas in which people, animals, or the environment are being harmed?
· To what degree have I fully taken advantage of the brainstorming process so that I can identify a topic that is appropriate for the Hope Project?
· Have I created a concept map that feels complete and explorative, or is it superficial and rushed? Have I used it as a process of discovery, or are my ideas broad and unspecific?
· Have I identified the topic I feel most interested in writing about?
· Is my map clear and legible? 
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